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Stay Safe as You Go Over the River and Through the                      

Woods This Holiday Season 
      
     The winter holiday season is a busy time of year for many of us. Along with  
putting out decorations and baking cookies, we often spend more time in our cars than 
usual: shopping for presents, traveling to family gatherings or attending holiday events. 
However, all that time in the car can also mean facing extreme weather conditions that 
can make safe driving difficult. 
 
     According to the U.S. Department of Transportation, winter weather conditions such as 
snow, sleet and slush cause more than 550,000 traffic accidents each year, leading to  
approximately 138,000 injuries and 1,700 fatalities. Along with risk of injury, possible  
damage to your vehicle, and plain inconvenience, collisions may also involve downed  
power lines or other electrical hazards. Unfortunately, when this happens, it adds another 
very significant danger to the mix that can cause severe shock, burns or electrocution. 
Knowing what to do in this situation can save lives. 
 
If you are in an accident involving a downed power line: 

• Call 9-1-1, and tell the dispatcher a downed power line or other electrical  
equipment is involved in a collision. Power company personnel will be dispatched to the 
scene to deenergize the power. 

• Put your window down and alert others not to approach the scene. They could be 
shocked or electrocuted if they walk or run over the energized area or touch  
anything that is energized. 

• Never attempt to drive over a power line or through water, snow or other  
debris that could be hiding one. There is no way to tell if a power line is energized, even if 
it is not sparking or buzzing. 

• Do not exit the vehicle UNLESS the vehicle is on fire or you see smoke. The vehicle acts 
as an insulator that keeps you safe from stray electricity. 

• If you MUST exit the vehicle, cross your arms across your chest, put your feet together, 
and make a clean jump from the vehicle. Then hop with feet together as far as you can— 
at least 50 feet away. Once a power line is in contact with a car or truck, the ground or oth-
er objects, it energizes the area. The electrical current spreads to the vehicle and ground, 
and it ripples out. Each “ring” of the ripple represents a different voltage. Stepping from 
one voltage to the next can cause your body to become a path for electricity and electro-
cute you. 

• If a power line is inside the vehicle due to damage or an open window, stay in the  
vehicle. DO NOT touch or try to move the wire. DO NOT attempt to use other objects to 
move it. 

• If your vehicle collides with a pad-mounted transformer, which houses electrical           
equipment connected to underground power lines, the same safety precautions  
apply. 
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     Abigail Bright 
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PREMA 
251 BRAYTON ROAD 

P.O. BOX 677  

ALLIANCE, NE   69301-0677                         

OPERATIONS AND STAFF 

Ryan Reiber—General Manager 

Paul Grosz—Operations Manager 

Dale Knapp—Staking Engineer 

 

         BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

Dale Berndt — Lakeside 

Michael Collins — Alliance 

Wayne Crawford — Alliance 

Marty Larsen — Whitman 

Bryan Monahan — Hyannis 

RD Sutphen — Lakeside 

Phil Zochol — Alliance 

(308) 762-1311 or 800-585-4837 

FAX—(308) 762-5750 

www.prema.coop 
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Our office will be closed Thursday, December 24th, Friday,  

December 25th and Friday, January 1st so our employees can 

celebrate Christmas and New Year’s Day with their families. 


